
 

PRETTY UGLY IN 
PINK 
 

From January to March pompom makes its 
presence felt through the showy pink 
flowers that transforms grasslands 
throughout GP, NW, MP and LP, polarising 
public perception from adoration to horror. 
Although it’s been the saving grace for 
many a relationship around the 14th of 
February, farmers, conservancies and many private 
landowners are left in despair as pompom infestations diminishes grazing and biodiversity with each 
passing season. Ironically, this is also a time where actions are likely to be limited to small infestations 
with little to be done in terms of containment or control when faced with large infestations.  For small 
infestations, flower heads can be cut and bagged with the bags left either in the sun to rot, or 
depending on the number of bags, frozen or burned.  When selecting this course of action, there 
should be a commitment to repeat the measure throughout the remainder of the season as the plant 
will respond by producing additional flowering stems.  
 
The use of herbicides (chemical control) during the remainder of the growing season will require 
careful consideration as it is more than likely that the pompom rust fungus, Puccinia eupatorii, has 
infected most, if not all pompom plants in the veld. The rust can easily be identified by the reddish 
brown spots that first appear on older leaves closest to the soil surface before spreading to the rest 
of the leaves and stems. With the rust present in high densities, it is unlikely that the applied herbicide 
will be successfully translocated through the plant as the rust fungus causes leaf necrosis (die 
back/yellowing). Considering the cost of chemical control (herbicides) early season applications are 
therefore more likely to provide the intended results. Currently, the season is also not favouring the 
release of the pompom thrips, Liothrips tractabilis, as the insects prefer soft, new growth and 
establishment on mature plants is seldom achieved. 
 
Although not the best time to implement control measures all is not lost as we are provided with an 
opportunity to create awareness, identify small new infestations or individual plants, as well as 
demarcate or mark infestations that can be revisited and monitored for signs of re-growth in the new 
season. Identifying and familiarising oneself with the early growth stages of pompom will facilitate the 
timeous implementation of the various management options, be it mechanical, chemical or biological 
control. 
 
 


